
Diary of mn Or*rl«B< Jowrnay
tknagfe ¦rtlco-SnArtagi and Mirtallty
**¦ "». F^/-0<«cripa«a or U« Co»o-
«*T. Ac.
We pretent to wr reader. this morn.ng, the fol¬

lowing very interest actual of a journey across

Ito lathmui of Tehuantepec, by . party «f Ameri¬
cans. who arrivr d here within a day or two

It .eem. they embarked in the Powhattan, Ca,»t.
41 idn Francisco for Panama, and

that the vessel got .short of wavr and provision,
when she wau only twenty days at iea. l>a the
fifteenth of November, during a calm, and when

vew,H waa about an miles trom Uui, the ci,»-
Uin called for volunteers to man the boat and
.earth for the harbor of Santa Maria, and procure
water it jioeaible. Ten of them volunteered to do
.o To their *urprise and amazement, however
they saw the vessel take advantage of a breeze
which tprung uj. while they were in the boat, and
jnt to sea again They were accorlinely left on

the Istbmua of Tehuantepec, in a lestitute condi¬
tion They determined ujun making their way to

Vera Cruz, which place they succeeded in reach¬
ing, after undergoing dreadful hardships. Four of
the ten died on the way of cholera. At Vera
Cruz they fonu.lately fe n m with lhe eipedltl0n
which t-ailed from .New Orleaas to survey a line
.f railroad across the Isthmus of Tehuantepec bv
the members of which they were treated with
great kindness*. Mr. McPhemon, one of the
.wner. of the ateanuhip Alabama, sympathized
with them ia their misfortunes, provided them
With money to purchase clothing, and gave them
a free passage to New Orleans. The following is
* t the turvivors of the expedition ;-Kuiteae

i
lDg' 0,L V"tk ' Jt""*l'h S. VVynmi, Boston ;

James Walker, Boston ; Will,am Dupuy, Boston
Jan... Barker, Boston: I. W Woodward, Loo*
island, New York.
The general impression is, that the vessel in

which they embarked from Sin Francisco was

not driven to sea ; the conduct of the captain is

1*' UUaCC0Unlbb,e- The following is the'
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27:h We.r»-tumed to.San Mateo, through which
town we had to |<iin (>d our route, and on the ;fcih
hired hor>»s and a guide for the ci y of Tebaun-
tepee, tw*nty-four miles distant We travrllet
over a *t I' ndid road, i-anaing through a very level
and teautifil "ouutry, but thinly covered with
timber, wi'h an excellent toil, and yet not the
leaf' tu of cultivation uatil within a nine or two
"» try, v» ben we Mw a few corn pliaUlioi a
On oi.r arrival m the city we were aurroinded by

. great 'ciowd of Ibduns, women and children,
who fazed at ^a wrh web curiosity From What
I g«iM learn we w»-re rh* first ,>artv of Amerir%ns
who h.id cvosae f the country hverythinr w*a
fn a s ate of coaftiatoB ; the cholera was raginf,
and the »ity wa» eii^ctinsr everv mofnent tone
attatk"! r>y *he fores of ( »en M-'endez, an in¬
surant cbi*f, who w*a at 'he head of an army of
the " J ! tn eca" It dians Muy of the street* and
pnccip«l public buildings w*re barricade J and for-
tili» tf and all seemed mfrel, ai ikff ri|>nf*«4it,
*' wi'icht. vallieate " We were taken to the G'»*er-
aor, to wh- m we ex. lamed our situation, and were
quartered hy h'« ordeia in the hospital.

Th* ntf ah<"it 15,1*") mh-tSitantg,
Olosi.lv la*''-"!* A'l the < fFic*s, an! ne»r!y nil the
trade, ar- in h* h .1 ta of Spaniards aad Mexicans.
The bet! *T i a-' ' the town 1- built of «'one; the
buildir gs ar* low, and tk* all 9j aui«h b Hidings,
open on a cotir' m ;h* < *otr*, pftwMaf oaly their
aide# to 'he *;r< *t
The T'hauat* pec riverraisalongone Me of the

«ity, and it t* t»»-re a >*ry small str-atii l'p<>l
thif the inhihiiaii's depend f»r all the wat*r
they use. t 'c. the aamr evening w- arrived,
one of our pary. ( attain h^llogg, of Hertford,
(kmn , w . attack' by ihe < holera, and the next
mormrg, £*b. If< nry Cra*, of B -<ton, w« tak*n
with h> same I and di*d in tw*ntyf-our
hour* bosh of our » ik Meads had every attev
tion p- (1 them in oar power, bat in on* ca*e all
wucf torn.! Tl * fovtrnor gav* ua. paaa
porta t« travel thro igh th* country, and w* accord-
¦agly por<ha»»d ot r horses, *nd made the nene*.
earv artai.Kemenia to « octinne our !«mrney ("apt
Kehog* w*n very sick, *nd the 1 'ovefoor romis'd
to ae»d him oa to Vera 'rux if he recovered.
]t On the Willi we I- ft for Chriatan, twenty-
s*»en mile* dta'an', * here we attiv-d about sun¬
down, havmc travelled over qitta a level r. intry,
most of it covered with a dense cha.mrel, «nd
Mime forep»s 01 -mail tree* At thia .own ano'h-r
of our party, James wotbtfl|iwil| of N*w York,
was attacked by the cholera, and we were obliged
to leave him, after making provision for hiai«-iiur
taken car*- of

« n i>*< i»t we art wit fcr 1,1 liario, twnty-
en' mil*- from tht« place travi-I.ed till the
ond«tl>- of the -tterno» n, over a very rough and bar-
». a < ountry, the tr .il (f »r there ar" no roads acroaa
the m< iiBt.io-) heme JtMt wide en >ugh fat a single
hoiaemaa lo t»«as, sometHBes leadinf thro'igh the
dried ap h> d of th- mountain stream, our
h^rvs stnmbliaK ovef the stonea and roeks ;
. t other tim»'« n iinmit along the verge of high

P ptef it,*' Wimld make one liv/J.f to
look o.wrb bsrely rn. m f.r rur horsea to walk,
and then d> *¦ *t»-*|. and narrow cuts that had
l>ern Worn by m»l*« ond wuihH out by th9
water ruftnng through them, makiai |K room
for a tontrle how to w»ik- h- *alU of e«(h
ro«e bifh alcove our h»a'1* M both aide*; many
places beiag o ateep that *t»(* bad be*a worn or
cu< in the rock to ans st the aatmala in climbing
After we had reached the eummit of the mo m-
tains. one of our compamoas was taii»nsi<:k with
the cholera, and uaaMe to proceed We th*refor*
kalted, picketed our horses, built a fire, aod mad*
the best arraa£>-nt»nts we could for taking
care of our fnend There were no inhabi¬
tants within a couple of leaguea, aad we bad
neither medicine food nor water < ine start-
ed off at once to get some provision*,
while the rest collected wood to last ««s thro igh
the night About dusk onr companion returned,
bringing | few .' tvruilv. ' » c*l»b*ah

water,which were noon all consumed. aud we could
get oo more. During 'he night, another was taken
tick, and the rest of us were worn down and
weakened by fatigue aud a continued diarrhua.
We had but few clothes or blankets, and to aggra¬
vate our miserable situation, a cold drizzling rain

came on, which lasted nearly al! night ; tne sick
were crying for water, and one of them con¬

stantly begging and entreating us to kill him and
I'Ut him out of mi»ery, or 10 give him a weapou
that he might do it himsell. Karly in the
morning, of Uie 2d, the reinaiu.ng Ave pushed onto
LI llano, one of the jiarty returning With water
and food from the first raucho, and the rest, oa
their arrival in town immediately sea- back a

number of men w.th litters to bring in the sick
We remained here until the dth. Leavin » our two
sick trienils with a Spanish merchant who hid
treated us very kindly while there, and who i aid
every attention to those placed 111 his c ire we ar¬
rived in San Juan de Guchicopa, IH ujilea dis¬
tant, tow., rds evening This la an Indian to vn, of
about j,000 inhabitants, living iu cane thatched
huts, and in the most primitive manner. Ttia only
stone building is the cathedral, which is no v
nearly in ruuis; the root covering the body ci the
church has lallen in, leaviug a siocie arch
standing alone, and spanning from wall to
wall, at the heigh'. of about seventy. gve feet
1 ne front part, where is the altar, is still covered,
ana i» takes care of, the old Padre informing reigu-
lar services therein Around the walls, ,-.nd in cre¬
vices anil on benches, are place! tin ill wooden
boxes, open iu front, containing little old time-worn
and dingy images; before some are burning caudles,
and before some are placed bouqietsot fiovers,
while others again are entirely neglected. The
people are entirely ignorant.their priest 13 their
religion; whatever he does is right; wh-ti h-J tells
them they do. Here, an in other part* of the isth-
mua wht re we travelltd, the dead are buried drei>&-
ed in their best clo'fies, the children us.ully with
ganands ol ;lowers around their heads, wrapped ia

a coarse mat, the upper par: of the head, and the
'e^t e.\j>osed; and so tn»-y are pu: in t fi * crave.
On the 5 >1 we received a letter from Don Luis

Lalclerou, with whom we ha I left tne sick ac¬

quainting us of the death of Tames Wo'h*rsi>oon
in Chuatan, on the latins:.; and the (ih bavin"'
bought provisions to laat us several days, wh;cn
time it would take ua to reach a place wher^- we could
again gat supplies, we arrived at IJoca del Moute,
nftten miles distant. We remained h're until th>*
Mh, 111 consequence of our " Moros," with our
provisions, tot arriving .n time, and then set out
tor he he*d of iht* Coattacoalco river, twei.ty-
seven miles distant.th- trail the wnole distance
leading through « dense tores:, over steep hills, and
across rapid hrooks, sometimes o'ir horses stuking
fast in the deep mire while crossing patches of
low land At evening we reached the river, aud

! 'f und a shed under which we could sleep, and
what was of m >re consequence, a canoe, which
would save us the trouble of building a raft, in
which, the next morning, the «Jth, we em»>*rked
to reach Maiiititlau, out* hundred and twenty-
nv 5 miles down the river.
The river is here about < ae hundred yards wide,

.nd.justat this point, of considerable depth; but,
for titty or seventy- five miles down, there art;
many rapids and many bars, reaching nearly across
the river, leaving a very narrow cnaanel of deep
water. The land is high, and both banks
covered to the water s edjje with an apparently im-

! penetrable forest. Fur her down, th» river is
broader and deeper, ani freer from impediments,
the Uod lower, but i» till thickly covertd with lira-
ber; game abound.-, and birds of the most beautiful
and brilliant plumage.macaws, parrots, and tou¬
cans. fly mg about, and the larger trees are filled
wuh monkeys, who seemed to" regard us with a

great deal of curiosity as we s;ul«d along beneath
' them. At night there was a continual roaring of
! tigers on either tide of the river, sounding as

it a hundrt d menageries had been let loose.
for the first night on the river we camped
on one of the numerous sand-tars, but could
get but little rest, from the quantities of
mosquitoes buzzing around like a swarm of bees

I hese persevering little fellows would get at us
do what we could, and our i nly resource was to
get up and walk around until »o weary that we

| could bleep in spite of them. The next night we
continued pulling all night, pirt of the time a

hravy rain oren.nmg ua to the skin, and about
noon of the 11th we reached MinititLn

Ttiia is a tow a of about on« tbous nd inhabiting,
i eighteen miles from the mouth of the river. We

: hf-re elected to hnd a vess 1 to carry us to Vera
Cruz, hat w* learned that the only one that had
been plying there had been wrecked a shoit
time before, and our only resojree was to
go from here by land; and accordingly we
*et out the game mternoon for JalupdH, fifteen
nules OiMant, where we arrived the same evening
after peeing through quite a large Indian town.

In the morning, 12h, we hired horses for Sin
Juan, on the river of the same name, forty- eigh:
miles distant ; and after riding all day, pisais*
through several Indian towns, we stopped at a

rancho a short distance from the trail ; an 1 as we
could not arouse the natives we wrapped ourselves
ih our blankets, la d on the ground under an op-a
.demand slepi uuul morning, as well as the Ilea*
and toe col4 w ind would |>erinit. hlarly next day
we reached the river, having traveled over a level
and beautiful country, with a soil rich and fertile
nut uncultivated, covered, on many parts, with hea¬
vy and valuable timber.
On the I I'h, hired a canoe to carry us down the

mer a hundred ami five miles, and aft»-r bem.'
cramped up in a narrow little "dug out" over tw«
dajs, but sailing on a limit beautiful river, through

a ctnttaut change of scenery that the eye could not
tire of looking at, and meeting rnan> amusing inci¬
dent#, we reached Tlacotal.an, a hue city, con¬
taining about f.OOO inhabitants, and a place of
t<w trad»- and manufactures.

< a the l«*h, we took passage on bo»rd a smtll
Mexican schooner tor Vfra Cruz, st which city w^

arrived on the 20th We found here the sleimer I
Alabama fjr New rleanj, via Minititlan, and took
l+Mt-w . n board of her At this plac- jv* found
one of the mi k that bad be. n left behind, whoh d I
sufficiently r«-covered to come on thus Ur He
" ght us information 01 the death of the two

otheis who had been left sick, making four io»: ou-
of th»- original ten who left tu<- ship.

,f in New . rlean* on he llthoi Jmua-
ry. I" »1. happy enough to be once nurc on Ant i-
can ground

Oar I»Uiiiiaa Currtip«ndrn<«.
Oauti Biahon or thf. Pamama Raii. IIoac, {

January 23d, 1831. >
Iht Progrtu »f tht Panama HaUroad St «jm-

ffVling.OUl Fiji 1 1, if.
Thi* is the hrat cf a aeriea of letters I >»i»all from

tunetotin.e write you, giving )»u an account of
our piogrea* and proceed nan on thi* mmJ 1x> the
hrat place, th* work, for the firat, waa commenced
abcut the l»t of L»c«rjiber la-' « ..-rW.rig -tie

great dieadvantage§ the com, icy haa laboured
M der, owing to climate aid other cauiet, not at

the mtmeot anticipated, it haa progreaaed wrh ao

unjaratleled and lucceMful rapidity The road
cc mmencea at Navy Bay, al out iw Ive mile«, eait-
wardofChagrra.and running about i*xt miieacon-
n< ct« * i'h ihia ktatuiR ntuited on th» Cbagrea river;
these* running about right milea connect* with
'he station called Bohlo SoJdado, ai»<> situated on

the river About two milea from here, the 'Va'jn
nv»r, a «r»«m of about three hundred feet wide,
and thirty f»et d*ep,will b« cro*«e.| Ttie Chagrea
rner win h» croweo about one mile thia aide of
Gorgon a, wher* the w-iter le vry shillow The
diattace from N»vy Bay by railroad ro<te to
(iorginawill be t«en'>rit m>l*'a You may a*<
.nre yoor numeroua renters of th- //e-<i/'f that the
road wii] now r>«! completed id il»e shortest time
po»«ihie. and in a vry tubs'a tiki an 1 aaiufat tory
manner
At the rate the road is now advancing, a di-tance

of one ir.ile will b* fully completed by each and
every iw nth, whir h, com (.arm with t h<- work done
in the United Mate* relatively, *% ji! gr,« ut » n une-
uivocal and decided advaatag of um" as to dun-

tion orer the forniT in moat «ie»«
Tftere will he from ten to fifteen mile« of i4le

driving,wh f h is dr a* in . vry e*t*(Jjtioua manner,
by means of feim There are a! j recent, five
vessels here i.«.' adtng 1 1 e§ f'cai New Vork, they
ar» 'oneii ui> by steamboats
Tneibief engmeerof the work ia Col Totten,

a gentleman of moat amiable manner*, and kind
disposition He has been engaged n thia country
for eevr ral year* et < nr hagf im, in the ranal w©rk«,
and i* rr.urh experienced in th» act»nee, and re.
sourceeof the country. The superintendent of thu
.tation , (latin, is >1 r 'I rneaditl. a gentleman of
most active bat>.i*. efficient and streuuoua in tti» j
advancement o' the work, kind and attentive to th*
men, unr# aetng m hie 'florin to advance their corn*
frrt, and in hne it both broth -r and fither to all

.a from Krie I'a , wh-re he had b**n engaged
fur a long tisne t* < on'racror and «uperinteo<1ent
of various »ork.», both public and private, and of
couree« etpeti'iic', and it her* a most
valuable acquisition to the comeaoy. I ahall in

mv ne*t to yon. ftirni«h some statistic* of thia road
a* 'd country. »hnh m<r. beT>m« acquainted with
in <h* mean lime The * are »nrif»ia fort< on thia
river, w ith their cane< n and ball will in therr,
frown Up With 'ri»e», \'C Tfiey are euty 'ed to be
hmlt two hundred yearn ago. or in the daya of
1'iratro An yet, I have not been able to obtain
any aetotuu of their history- 1 ahall probably re¬
main here tliiaeeaaoa, (lat Junei th<»n I -kail either
return to New York* or go to Panama, and return
to 'he worka of the romj anv next I >ecember
Thia ia now callfd the dry and healthy eea« n,

although th^re are aonte ahowera every day The
rainy Naeoa, »« it ie called, will commence about
th* moidle of May, when it will be impoaeible to
advance ike work much until «eit iNovember .
Mo»t of the men will retnrn to their h< m**, and
feme out aratn with renewed vigour and atrength
iht tfcf rmoni'ter atand* bow at eight/ degree . I

The sickness here consist* principally of chills
and fever, very similar to that which people his
experience in Michigan, and other Western S'ates.
In fact, I am satisfied that men iron the North¬
western paita ot the States eta stand Ik* clumta,
and especially labour, better than the natives ; aud
with great care, avoiding ex|K>sure to the sun and
rains,
neia

ioir, BvoimuK rAfiusuir iu iiir buu am*

a person may go through without aav sick-
tor my pan, I shall try the experiment.

Our Washington Correspondent*.
Wash ino ton, Feb. 9, lb61.

The PrtiLdtntial Election. Tltt Vhancet. Ot nera
Scott, 4rc.

After comparing note*, the democrats, North and
South, and of the Middle aud Western States,
have come to the conclution that it is absolutely
necessaty for them to present a united front n all
the States of this Union, tf the democratic candi¬
date shall have the smallest chance of success in
ihe next Presidential campaign. They now cal¬
culate that, without auch a union, there is no
chance for the democratic candidate to go ev«n
iuto the House, us a wh'g candidate would be
certaiu of beiiig chosen by the people.The following is the process of reasoning:.Supposing a candidate is selected who is unpopularNorth, a.id who possibly might lead to a sr( irate
organization of the baruburaers. Then tlie ultra
North having their candidate, the ultra South
would run an opposition man of their own, aud in
case three candidates run oa the democratic side,
w hat would be the cliauce of the reg ilar nominee '

He might pcssibly carry New llaiiyxihire, alter a
struggle, and, perhaps, Maine. The rest of New
England would go whig, by a large mtjority.New VorK would go whig, by an overwhelming
majority. Pennsylvania would be lost on the tariff,
as it was in IMS. Maryland would be whig; and
Virginia, with a South* ru candid ite running by the
side ot the nominee of the convrution, would be
whig, to all intents and purposes. Mississippiwould be whig; Georgia would be whig; and, in
all probability, Louisiana and Florida. South Ca¬
rolina would tight on her own hook; Kentuckywould he whig, along with Tennessee; aud Ohio
would only be carried with great dilhculty. To
sum up, i he whig candidate, provided he be not an
abolitionist or a native American, or tinctured with
any ol the prevailing urns of the day, would be
sure of carrying the following States..
Massachucetts, Mississippi,
Kbode Island, Kentucky,
Verm tat, Tennessee,
CoDn-ctlcct, Louisiana.
New York. Ohio.
Pennsylvania. Georgia,
Mat) land, Florida,
Mrginta. Missouri.

And, perhaps, North Carofinu; and would thus be
elected by a triumphant majority. If the demo¬
crats want to succeed, the presidential question
must not be raised at ail, and no candidate fixed
upon before the national convention has ma-le him.
Barnburners and nullitiers must be invited to join
it, and a candidate selected, who shall at last be
agreed upon by all as a compromise President,
with a oietinct understanding, that all who have
entered ihe convention shall stand pledged to his
support; that a universal amnesty shall be pub¬
lished; and, that henceforth, no political test shall
be applied to any man who is willing to stand by
the constitution, and the settlement of the slavery
question, as agreed upon at the kat session of Con¬
gress. Any other enm s sure to defeat the
democratic nominee, whoever he may be

I see that Gen. Scott is nominated in Indiana.
Gen. Scott is evidently a strongman; bit Ins native
Americanism and his free soil alliances will yet
kill him. Gov Sewird, by nature a very confid¬
ing man, is willing to take Gen. Scott for better
for worse, asking no questions? but the southern
whig members of congress entertain an opposite
opinion, and believe |that, just because Gov. Se¬
ward is satisfied, therefore, it is becoming in them
to make the £'ener<tl conim t himself on pai.er.
Tbe South were taken in once, and do not wish to
be taken in again, and revive the Galphins. !f Gen.
Scott's answer to the South is not entirely aatisfac-
tory, an indej^ndent southern c;nd;fate will be
started against him. which may prove fatal to the
whig cause. The greater probability, however, is,
that the convention will drop Scott, and nominate
either Webster, Clay, or Fillmore The A/utionil
Inttlltcen tr here favora the election of Scott; the
Rr/wbtic is oj*nly in favor of Webster or Fillmore.
The present Congress will not be able to fix an

any presidential candidate. r.

Washington, Feb. 8, 1861.
Time Running Short. 11'utk to be Dune. Tht

Public Printing, fyc.
Mr. B<.yly, Chairman of Ways and Means,

califd the attention of the House to the fact to-day,
that th? following appro) nation bill* have yet to b«
acted upon, to wit ;.

The Civil and l>n '< malic bill.
The .Army
The N'avy bill.
1 he l'o»t Office bill.
The Fortification bill.
The Went Point Academy kill.
The ftdian bill.
The Revolutionary IVnsioa bill.
The Naval Pension bill.
These are the indiei eneable annual approbation

lulls, tecrssary to keep the wheels of guvtrnuieui
in operation, and the 50,000 dependants upon the
treatury their stated suiply or hretd and but-
tsr. They have to be pnaaed, and they have all
first to pas* the House before the Senutecan touch
any rne of thtm. In the meantime, ih-- Senate
can amuse itself on cheip potties, aud th-- defici¬
encies ot the UBt year's appropriations. But we
have our misgivings resecting the following sub¬
jects .
The French Spoliation bill of five millions
The Ebony steamship line to Africa.
The Rio Janeiro and Philadelphia line.
The Nin Francisco and Canton line.
The Free Far* bill, for settling every body on

the Public lands fr»e«f co»t.
Whitney '» Pacific Railroad bill.
Benton's msgnit.cent project.
The River and Harbor bill.
The subject of Home Protection
The bill for a Western Armory.
And numerous others, jublu and private. Se¬

veral of these, howevtr, could he paused ifadlly
etough, if the House could get h lair <wuig at
them; but a two-third vole being required to In t a
bill out of ita order, if any rnemoei .-hould object,
makes the case extremely doubtful If we get
cheap |x stages and the annual appropriations, we
thali be doing very well All the rePt will be clear
gam Cheap postages will aim |e clear gam.
We jnder>tand thai Mr Joha C. Hives has se¬

cured a Urge share of the puh^ printing, un ler
contract, for the belt Congress, at prices !«¦<» than
Father Kitchie'a. t this l>«- »o, Father Rutins
roust have made monev, or Hives must calculate
f< r indemnity for all Ioe«e», und'-r the idea that
Mr. Rttchie will be indemnified. This sort of
tlnng|will be to nil we have a national printingofl.ee.

Wamukqton, February M, 1961.
Mr S/uier'i RuaU fn,m Lmtrul Amtri a. Tht

1X a>u;*ui 7 rraty. Rrairm why it imi not irt-
td Brirf Ihttory /«/ tht AJaw, untili ie

Mwtert at jntttnt iland
A correspondent of the Her>ild, wri'ing m New

York, asks, in shaking of artairs in Central Ame¬
rica, " Why was the former Charge (Mr Spuer)
withdrawn1 or why w«a he not immediately re¬

placed1" The latter question might best be an-
wered by the Secretary of State; but in the ab-
ence of such authority, prtap* the facta of the
ca-e may throw some light upon it.

In the first place, Mr Sjuier was not removed,
is the strict sense of the term, by Mr. Clayton, the
ormer Secretary of 8Me For c 'tne tune pre¬
vious to Mr Squi> rV return, t»Ir Clayton l>ecame
convinced that he had not the re»j Jis.te calibre for
io important and delicate a mi »n>n aa the one he
was entrusted with; but, neierthele*#, as he had
displayed energy of a certain kind, r.n * desire to
do whet he «ouiU, there was no inteution of remov¬
ing him It was. h'<wi ver, )0 contemplation to
give him some rth» r position under th- govern-
men' About thi« tim>- Mr Siguier applied f >t leave
of absence, to returr Iwbn, wh.ch WMsriven him
for an indehniie period M>-*n«hile renral Tay-
lor<lied: and Mr ffqaier, impatient that hi a ser¬
vices w ere not tali» d into mutant requisition, wrote
a »enes of letter*, reflecting, in very l>id taste,
upon the new sdmmisiratioa ot course, after
this, all id»-a of f jrth« r employing h;in was neces¬
sarily abandoned Had he rem»ined quiet, it is
not improbable he would have h» ea appointed to
SMne sizable f osition So much aa to th> with-
dr» wal of the former Charge.
The treaty negotiated by Mr - | titer with tbe

government of Nicaragua arrived here in due time,
and wa* sent by Presideat Taylor tothe-enate
It was there referred to the Committee on Foreign1 1 elations, and the chairman of '.hnt cofmnifee, Mr
hitr «f Alabama, at once diseove red that s-veral
of us provisions conflict' d with the wms of the
trea'y with England, which was also before the
Sen*" for confirmation at tin time Theprinci-
pal difficulty, I believe, w as the giving this conn-
trjt,e*cla»ive privileges in the construction of the
c«r*l When Mr h mg 5-ointed out the *e defects
to Mr Clavton, that gentleman drew up the ne( » s-

ss'y smerdmen's, and sent for the Nicaragua
'barge dea affaires, Senor Car^ache*. and repre¬
sents 1 the difficulty to him One would murine
that 'here would luve been but little embarrass¬
ment in td tiatiPf 'he matter ; nor wmild there
have been if it had been foaaibte to mak'- the
flenor c»mprehend But the N icartffn a trw-m-
Bit At haU been uafortuntft io their stUtti"n of a |

diplomatic agent, and after consuming week after
wttk in the vain attempt to meke Urnor Carcachee

¦nHTMifi"!!' >,on» ,n despair, wrote to the
authorities of Nicaragua, begging ih-m to either

Stnl i n'h^ ^ and explicit directions, or to

trealv Thl^K?.6 8uitabl* P®r«m to negotiate a
treaty. The Nicaragua government took the hint,
and appointed benor Marc. Hem a., charge nes

nuwera ¦.^"tK0"01^' Wh° '' 18 his full

i^Hiiea'd. necessary ability to complete the

u
"tatters stond when Mr. Wehs'er becam?

ecitfary ct JStdte ; and it id iv&cioutihle to tup-
pose, that, as he was daily expecting tie arrival of
tne new ^iicaraguan minister, charged expressly
i?,nfi50lltJe- \ un<' 8Mtl«factory treaty, that he
onsidered it belter to await his coming, ind have

a complete understanding ot the case before ai>-

pointing a charge from this country, whose princi¬
pal business will be to take care that th>* provisions
01 the treaty, when made, are carried out properly,

Wasuinoton, Feb. 7, 1851.
The Q%arrtl ictw't* Mr Clayton and Mr I'.mt-
nn.Momuur I'urt ami Mnnsirur Donurcq't
Tobacco Boxu-A Bill uf Rduf Rioted in 'Me
Sinatt.
The quarrel between Mr. Clayton, late Secretary

of State, and Mr Poussin, late French Miuiater at
W ashington, on the subject of a quantity of to-

bacco >«i/ed of certain Frenchmen in l'uebla,
Mexico, by the American army, and appropriated,'
is a 'natter of history. It cannot fdl| t0 recall the
ridicule and laughter with which this teapot ex-

plosion was received all over the country. The
Preneh tobacco merchant most interested, failing
to get anything of Mr. Clayton, has petitioned the
senate for relief, and the Committee on Claims
has reported a bill of $17,000
1 he following is tiie report of the committee

<ipon which the till is made out :.
'

The i ommittee of Claim, to whom «u referred the
memorial ot I>,n B Ju.n Dom^rcq report :

i.bat Grneial Worth, corn taauding the advance of
the army under General ecott entered Puebla in
Mexico, in May. 1847. ami, tindmg . q nan tit, of #.
banco stored In that city belonging d " m,1,.
K23fa?h C*»T« '' 10 b" »«"*'<? and .old for the

»»« .h
L tilted State,. The whole quantity

Ini i
eiKhtJ '»e balrs ... a.icoruiugly

UiiMt.f « H \usth'n ^ M»Jor Allen, of the qui/
HlBUtn i department, to Mr L. 6 llargou. »t uo

hnn'tr'J bale amountirg to twenty thousand eiirht
hundred and ten dollar,. Mr tlaraou. oiid M.l
Allen $6 6tO in cash. and the balance in sapplies^or
On fh"7 l ^W#'? A"'n accounted

2 081 bale, of fnK
following Mr U»rKou» Hold the

TuTi.il .
tobacco to Don d Juan Domerc.j, the

claimant, for twenty dollar* a bale, amountiu/to
fort, one thousand six hundred and t.ent, dolfars
It appear, that thirteen hundred ad* twente.flve
bates of this tobacco were. at the tiroee of the ,ale.
aforsraid. deported in the quartei (.ublio barrack,) of
® ° J,°'e' occupied bathe A meri.an troop, «nd the
remainder in othi r placee in tlie city

It appears. alfo, that two huudrei and niaeteew
bales ot the tobacco deposited in other place, than

FOm* '"». in feuoilnj "
£S* of/J,^f0.Cia"n*n^'n th" hou,« No «. Second

^.^lrte.n bunded" and^we'nt'," fll^uAndthe
&iss£&Et£z%? iocked up-

The claimant allege* -and there Is no evidence in

(.ulnU'T^A^h R hi" ..u**atl0«>-tbat the whole
quantity of tobacco aepoaitrd in each of »ald places

tb,r# l"l aeiied, b, order ot iJoloael Cbilda

5;'h* t'm® 0' th* alegeol Pn^biaby the gaarillax. in'
f'k«d?h!f ,

At .th* timeof that si^ge, Colonel

Nn « i iD5 i!tf0"a'<i th»t t*" tobajeo depoeitad at

j
«. 8-cond atreet. Baa Jo,«. waa Mexican pron-rtT

ordered it. aa well as that deputed in the ..uarteV
be Uke»»'TM"l| *1° b''°DR M th" UnUe(l Slates, to
be taken and uaed in coaatruotiag parapets on tbe
hona... in

^
barricading the at.e.t. and in lorti?,i.

the quartet Colonel Child# makes the following
BtiUiutot on this point

®

Head^L'aktkrs, Dh ahtmk^t or Pi'mla, )

r i,i v a
D«cemb«r 31. 1847 <

of tStiJ I l# w 1 Url°K tht* fU*# ol a <i
' B»mb«r Of balen not known, wi, taken

m a honse on thetecond equare (rem sian Jo»e tun.

poaed at the time to belcng to Mexioans and a lawful
rapture; that these balm or tobacco were axed ax bar-
r'cadM breastworks in the .treats and on the

Pan l^: ' * nunib,'r 01 b»"< "ere taken from
can Jore. .upposed to belong to the United 8ta'»a
and placed on the roof t f tbat building and other.'
not^?U of t?.1, V'k birr|c*dea. ko ; that moet if

Jwrl»!!' «h i
tob*cco sxposed for three week.

' ! . "? .nd niu't h»»« Oean to a
' ren<J''r*<1 ."tirel, woithleas For a more

I LV(1, «
narrative of the tobacco bu.iae.., I reter to

m, tectimery betere th« cocnmiMion
I TO JM AS Oil I LDtf Oulonel U. 8 Army
r.n 8p!B0'' lb* *«'nt "d interpreter of

^ r alter the .,e^ com-
Denced. he wa. ordered t>y Colonel Child, to break

street nf * '**1 °f th* ,1u»rul »®<1 hou-e No 6 gejond
i"*" *" t0 """ lh' tobacco in them in

oenktructing breartworks ^0.. lor the defmce of the
Amerioan troop. All the bale. iu both house, were
turned out. and uxed during the .lege in l< rtit»m * the

dulr *D in bMrric"J,n« the Mreet. " Thl. wax

and .do!led '

h1° ' t<-"0n 1111,1 "*lU ' mrx* d'atroy,d
ih..u..f sxpoaure to the »uu and lain. Wn.n

. h. i.L,r I tob»ceo "*a agalu deposited in
tbe quartei That be put lock, .u ?he d. or. of thS
ofUt!n*® <ll^T'r*n, tlm'« an 1 the door, ware a.
ften broken open and ti 1 a.-.-o tak'ii out. That A ma

rican roldier. were freq>,>utly coutlu-i in the «nar l

houa^ under charge f, r'-teanig it Mr i ,,w

k»'^ Jv'i there must have been at l»a>t two
hundred bale, stolen out of the quartei aft^r it wa, ,l«

po.iUd there thr .co.d tiro- and that I h'r. "e" ^t
th"* ?,jr apoiled by tb»- WHat/,,r an(i ,.|Trn t0
the American troops dnrioc the urge

r"a«IT'n»o

u-'V '*.«<. I'olunel Child- directed Quarter-
hstarto advertlKe and »eii the toba. co that

at**22*anhVe b*'" W*f* "ccordln^ly
JhafeJ fn, ai. . K ,

h'ch W*f'' ."'<* h/ th* pur
chaser for a bale. Coloarl (.hiide being I a foraed

twi!Ce^torSeihadler and tbe<>pani.b \ ioe-oon*ul of Mr
I cmereq s claim to ibe tobaceo, he ordered the rale to

be .topped, and that all that remained ou hand ae d*

'1;;.r,d «he claimant I nder , k s ordw tuL but
i i

*n '"'"t, 'hree Sales were delivered to th-

whilh*hta v
°D the bundrx'l nates

J ! bad baen sold as above stated were reeorered
*Bi? delivered to him making is all eight hun

dredaad twenty three baieaof the ooe thou. and ri e#-

bundrad and Ion, -four bale, origin, Host ed ^n
theqnarte andh'u.eNn rt nd Kailnt- a leL,Br.
seven hundred and twent,.o., bale.

fc of

enTiM.y£tiiirr rMe °f th»t the | etitioner I.
r*"*f '°f ao much of the toba. oo not e»

di.1. * ^ hunilred and tw.nt, one b*le,, a, was
destroyed or last in oon.e.juence .if it. hating hern

C*bHd. ,n U,'<> pu'poaes of defence b, Colou.l

Cors'darable evidence h»« b»en laid !». tor* th» ¦.om-
inittee a* to lb* ptice of toWieoit tba'. lime in I' a-
»bl«. Wullc a iiumber <>f witnreeee teetlfj that totm-oo
wen clllng about that 'loan troiu nil to t-i-a l<U«rs
the arroba lb* arroba I* "mm tlgbib ol a b«lt or

tmtiy five poutd* liul O" trh'.iox'oy ban been 1*14
before tb> in to »how h* prior at *hol*-al* or in iar#»
<inantitiea ne»|t the ialM abore r»! erred to of
v* i,«it»rn a-t»r All- d to llarcu* at*<0; of (lar^ous
to tha claimant I . 10 - 1 <. | at »&). of (joirtiruatlM

H ibil't ot the Ave hundred bales at *'ii anil ot thu
last purrbaaer of the ram* five hundred tales at (:4
the bale Now aside from the (act iba. the latter »re
the wboleaale * action prir*- anil the former Iba j b-
L*rs' aad retailers prloea, it nia«t b« thai in
tbe UDs»tt>d and dubious itatl of affair* at that tita-
in i'uehla tb« price of .mall )iaititM of an article
Ilk* tobacco. lor laomediata u ie. mitft.t. an 1 probably
would l« evea double that Ol iar*- <|Uant lliea ot I tie
(am* article atored Id I h»>i»j>l fl'j aol liable to b«
aelied aad de trojed a' any ooii»s( ao l more .«p-
rially, a* In thia CM., when lb" artlrl» 1« ». red In and
about th« very point ot attack. A < >21 a tele It tho
bi«h»st pri< . whirh appear* from th» «.»! I«nce to tiara
t»»n paid for aoy lar(» quantity of tobtioo at or
aboat that tin* the committee think that the prla* to
be allowed per bala should not that eum Ia
accordance with the»e rl*«* tue conar.'eo rej >rt
tba ac tnpaajlDj bill.

_

WtfRittflN) Feb. 4, 1SGI.
Who If'tIt bt Iht Ai rf PrtiuUni f

la my last, I spoke of President Fillrnor* In
this letter 1 ahall speak of Mr Webster. Yrster-
dsy, during the aasemblinp of toe two houses of
Congress, to attend Ike funeral of Mr. Kauflman, a

?ety impressive speitacie wa- presented. After
the r» preaentatives had assembled, and the body
of th> deceased had been I rought m, the Sergeant
at Arms announced the Senate of the l otted
Stat»e, and that duhih«d body enterrd. Then
followed the Supremo Court, and then came the
Prerid'ntaud hi- caluaet. Mr. Fillmore came up
th« side on Webater'a arm; an<l although the
former is a very fine looking man, yet a airanjjT
would have undoubtedly tiwien Webster for the
PlriMflt lleaat in % large enmaon velvet ehair,
in fre r.t of the 4t<eak«r, «ud by the aide of the

t hiel Justice. The thick cloud ae»m'd as ever ta
hang over bin mountHtri brain lliaoyra lay I>hi k
deep in hm head; and 1 could aot but oMfve that
half the other ey^a in th<» i rowded bouse, were
fastened on him. ^ome ir near m» remirk- d,
"Loi k at Wt *ef! he ia th' greatest man in th«
aatiOM " AncbT, "See V rlm'et't head! God'
w hHt a train ''

And this is l> niel Wel.s'ef. He has the great¬
est head in the nati^". I -no other i>raio
like his. it ia »**t, gn nd, ir r» *. lie is the
intellectual (k»l su» oftlae . !nt who will
eote (or him ^ Where is hi <» What ponven-
tioa would nf'minete him ^ Stat'' would
give him its majority I V* r>;al!y tu,»pOses he
w ill . ver be rrestdeo ! And j^t, what a I resident
he would make' What an inaugural he would

Vronc-tince Wh*t m"ssni;ea he would deliver'
I hat a cabinet he would gather around him '

What a rensation would it crea'e amonj fnreurn
nations when it was announced that the great
orator of America.the greatest of our constitu¬
tions! Iswyers- the exponent of 'he constitution -

the defender of the integrity of the Unton.the
suthor olthe desj>atrh to the Autttian Mininter,
had been elected I'resob nt of me great republic'
And )et I am inrltna'l to iielifve that Mr. Web¬

ster is more appreciated where he is, and for what
he hss done, than he would be as chief magistrate.
The country. 1 beLeve, considers htm greiter ia

the offices and provinces he has tilled, than th-
would expect hun to be m a higher post. W'^?ihere is one man who would vote for him psident, there ere ten wh" would vote for »*JLF *

Secretary of State, or Chief Justice of .' TT?ii«^
States. In fact, if I am understood, ' '** !v0
he is too great a man, in one sense, .

It has been so with Clay. So
'

;
have to uoopt the policy of tb p* J " V '®

and elect a Small' ma£, H ~.°SV"{ESchurch, and the kitchen Cat»ineta of the day, m-tyhave »ach a "nail JQ<, l0 8it OD( an<j t.ac|lPresident of 1 o( e, >n u 8ma|| W4y jn thjs way/,#B li ! .
Mr Van Buren, Gen. Taylor,

V I f 1 and Mr Polk, were elected,su<l John tUincy Adams, with Monroe, pt*rha|>s;tor we h jVe red||y hut three great Presidents
I nies jthr j>r< atest men of their limes.viz.: Wasli-
JD'j'if)n, Jellerson and Jackson. Clay 's friends Inve
'.ried for thirty years to place him iu this categorv;and it is confessed on all sides that he could till
the post aa well aa any of his prodecessors. And
so with Mr Webster. But nfter all, who really
ftels deeply anxious to have Webster elected 1 llis

| personal friends
Some thicks lie in the way of Webster's elee-

tion besides his colossal intellectual power. He
has the odor of old federalism about hun. This is

: not much now, it is true; for even Buohauan once
said if he had a drop of democratic blood in his

i vein* he would open his arm and let it out; and
i yet Buchanan is thought to he a pretty good demo-

crat now. But, for most of his life, Webster has
been a local man. a New England statesman;

j chiefly eloquent about pilgrims, and banks, and a

, high tariff. It was only at the last session that he
< came out bold and clear on the broad platform of

the nation, the whole nation, and nohing but the
| nation He threw Massachusetts overboard, and

embraced the entire republic. He ceased to be a
sectional. he became a MtioMl man. Now he oc-

! cupies a very high position. morally still more
grand than politically. But after all, he does not
excite jKipular enthusiasm; he is not familiar, warm,
genial, attractive or winning The people do not
ft-el personally attached to him, *s they did to Jack-
ton or Taylor. He raises no shout where he goes;
his tiHme excites no enthusiasm. His words, like
his form and brain, are massive, grand, im ressive,

' to line minds. But they do not tjuicken the pulses
of the musses Common people do not feel as
though they could get near him; nobody dtresap-

! proach the sleeping lion but those who sWp in his
cage He is cold, dark, chilling, forbidding.

All this is bad for Webster. And there ia more
in it, ton, than his friends generally thin k of. His
heurt has not been with trie niu ltimde in their
sympathies, nor with the nation in its progress. He
has spent most of his lile in trying to stop the ai-

j vancemeht of the republic. He fought like Her-
i cules against the admission of Texa*.he wielded

bis arm like a Titan to embarrass the Mexican
war. lie bu battled free traiie at every step. He

I is mure than hn If an Englishman, too, in every¬
thing else. His geueral type of poli'ic&l character

j has not been American enough; and when it has
; been American enough, it has been New England.

He has generally IW ated the republic in its virility
like a child in swaddling clothes In a word, he
has never stirred the heart of the people, except
during the last year, and then only because in the
asfanlts on the republic he rushed m to till the
breaeh But others were there before him, and

! fought just as bravely, tide by side. This diitinc-
! tion, too, will soon almost cease to lie one, for the
; norm has nasserf; the danger, at least for the pre-

1 sent, is over. all good men did well and nobly, and
j they divide the honor together Their heads are

! all green with laurels. The country loves FU1-
i more, Webster, Clay, Cass, Houston, Foote, Dick¬

inson, and all who helped sustain the republic
while the was reeling to the shock of dissolution.
Webs:er was only oat of this noble company. This,
alone, cannot make him President. What else he
has to rely on, we have already con.-idered. It is
my opinion that Mr. Webster's chances are not
very bright; for the m&n who, in tny judgment, is
to be oar next President, will be either a smill
mediocre statesman, whoCM be o/ers-hadowed by
his cabinet, or a lion hearted, independent man,
WkoN name will btir the blocl of the millions on
the shores of both oceans at once, like the blast of
tie bugle. Which shall it be, and who is the
man! Webster will tie likely to lose it, because
he ia neither the one nor the other.

Our Missouri Correspondence.
Sr Lot,'is. February 1, 1851.

Dtfrat of Stnitor Btntom.Uuic it wai Mont.Tht
Politnal Pulit in Miitouri.Incrtating Pro*fe¬
rity of St I^un, fc , 4*c
As your bumble corres[>ondent predicted, through

the columns ot the Herald, thiee years a^o, Mr.
Benton has been beaten in his eriorts to become

a " Senator of thirty-six years standing, " instead
of " thirty and a whig, as I also then predicted,
has been elected in his place. Of this I informed
you by telegraph, on the date of its occurrence;
but " how the thing works," now that the defeat
of the free soil party ia pretty well known, and
how the whiga wear their blushing honors, are
matters of which yourself and readers are not per-
hip* to well informed as an eye- witness is capable
of being.
For several days before the termination of bal¬

loting, it waa thojght by all parties that no elec¬
tion could be effected, and the seat in the Senate
would remain vacant until the assembly of auother
legislature. This the Benton men desired, being
convinced that, notwithstanding all the efl.irta ol
Col. Benton during hi* last tour through the State,
to conciliate the whiga, that party determined
to rttnain united on their caucus candidate
Thin they had individually pledged them-
solvea to do; which, by the way, was very well for
"¦ejer, a»i will explain by and by. The anti
Bentoi. democrats for a time, teemed reaolvedalso
to hold out, let the election yoby default, and rally
their atrmgth for a new struggle two yenrs h*nce.
Many of them, however, stood pledged t.» thur
constituents to get rid of Col Beulon atall haiards,
even il the election of a whit; became necessary to

. fleet that purpose While such were wavering
bi tw» ru instruction and indication, Mr. Oeycrc «m

out wnh hi* famous letter, endorsing almost every
political principle of the anti* «, and literally tin-
whigging himself. The leading whig* in 'he lepia-
lature were struck uhack at this, hut they were
pi* f^red to support him. The anti Benton men
chuckled over his concessions, and the B»n'on
men became alarmed. This Inter decided the
course of th- wavering and- Benton democrats.
th» y could defeat Benton by voting for CJeyer, and
let rntuutain their consistency wnh their own ,»ir-
ty The whig*, too, finding th«y could clccl a
rnsin of their party in no other «ar, smoothed
Uever'a " spoataiy" (as they rail it,) over, and
were willing to accept a nam*- for a thins, audao,
at the fortitth ballot, enough ami Benton votes
were drumn ed up to give Oeyer a majority.

I uder these circumstances you can readily irii-
e ne how the thirg .' goes dowu" with all p «.rt i*-o
The wh'gs, particulaily the free soil port in of
that i-arty, see that they have no'h ng to h >pe
fr^m their new senator. He has acknowledged
the right of instruction, and repudiated appealing
to th* people. The B<*ntonites (wrc* ive th lalli*
list, so far s h their cause in this Stat* is concerned,
sr.d sre l< udly denouncing the tnties and whigs,
f< r uniting to def-at their darling senator. The
aMi*a, gene rally, wrm to think they have made the
b- *t if a douitful bargain; and hoj>e, now that
B» nton 1a c/ut of the way, the democratic party may
be eventually um'ed In justice to the Benton
¦M rubers of the legislature it must be aaid that
th< y acted thr' uKhout, with one exception, man¬
fully in the supjort of their candidate There wan
neither twising nor turning- it w^ " Ajal," or
Bnhodf Never ha« a par'y obeyed the fceh>*tacl

a l« p<fer more faithfully thsn have ihe follower* of
Mr Benton in Missouri. His word has b*en their
will, end not alwa)» has it hern that their faithful¬
ness has met the reward of hi* " diatinguiahed con¬
sideration " Neither "thrift," nor even common
court* wy,with them, has often fallowed" fawning "

1 he .. kmg'sname"hssbeen a"towerof strength,"
but he hss fallen. and few there are who care mi^ht
for a dethroned monarch This consideration
cms hope to the anti Benton democrat* that the
d< mecrstic party of this r'tatemay again t>» united;
fur, Mr Benton out ot the way, there la little <lif
(erence between the two wicgr Hia friends hav.
irp stood by him till the last, and witne«ae i his
am h tat ion , so far as Missouri is concerned, it it
thought may deem their allegiance cancelled, and
rath< r than continue a quarrel about nothing, anite
wnh the other wing of the democracy to mak<-
common war against their old opponcn' the
whign. unlets, indeed, that party should b"< im»
. »e veri/ed, snd leave nothing wor'h fighting for.

Indeed, politics se« ni rapidly tending this way in
Missouri. Your Missouri whig is a far dill-rent
personage from your " dyed in the wooi" eastern
whig: in illustration of which fact, I will relate an
anecdote i.

A few days since an eastern and a western whig
were c nveraing upon the prospects t.f the whig
party, the easterner sll the time mipposing that he
wa* tslkmg.wi'h a derpocrnt At length beint? aa
sured by his friend that he indeed was a whig. th«
eastern whig red, " well, you may de very well for
a wh'g liere, but darn rne if you Would not be
ctilled a loco down Ktat."

While, ss I remarked before, Mr. B*«ton'i most
sanguine friends be'ieve him dead and buried po¬
litically, *o far as Missouri ia concerned, the true
blue free soil portion of them, and in St. Louia thev
comprise the rraas of hia followers, bv no means
have absndoned the hope that he may be taken up
ss the Northern candidate for the Presidency tn
1*^2 That Mr Benton has aspired to tht* dis-
nrction long sgo, many of all parti-a now believe,
though I wss laughed st, three wears ago, fur pre¬
dicting, through the Hrmht, tnat ncn waa the
gsme he wss playing This / 'heo thought
luflicifotly shadowed forth by Mr Beaton's

J .
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" tete a-tating " with ike free.soil pi-B Step by
step he hoe paved the wty for-Be forma-
tion of s uch a party in Missouri, but yn* test of
relative strength eunie too anoo, and his followers
have beta dehaied and routed. 1 am i\o prophet,
nor the ton of a prophet, but I think there in not
the most remote rifk in predicting that Mr. Kenton
can never get the vote of Missouri for the Presi¬
dency, nor of any other State acknowledging the
constitutional light of slavery. But it seems doubt¬
ful to me, whether he ever could become the
nominee of a convention, whether Northern or na¬
tional. Were the free soil party of the North suf¬
ficiently strong to risk .mother Buffalo race, I im-
ntagine they wc uld i or select this distinguished
ex-Senator for the trUI. They would probably
¦elect some mote reliable nag.some one that had
never bolted. The tree soil party has plenty of
distinguished m*n, in whom it can repose implicit
confidence. Then why select a nun in whom, in
the very nature of things, it could not confidently
rely.
But enough of politics, and perhaps more than

enough of ihii long letter. Of local incifents, I
hive nothing worthy of e^p^cial mention. Things
wag on as usual here The winter his been very
mild, until within a tew days past, since which il
lias b«cn quite inclement, and navigation is almost
entirely suspend# d, the Mississippi being filled
with immense bodies of ice. Our city goes on to
improve rapidly, ind the statistics of rude for the
last year, show unexampled prosperity. Real
estute is advancing rap dly in value, and it is e.
rare thing to see a *t«»re or dwelling untenanted.
Indeed, we sha'l s be, if signs do not greatly
fail, the New York of the Mississippi Valley.

Argls.
Oar Baltimore Correspond*!)**.

Baltimore, Feb. 6, 1850.
Public School StutuUi ».Sober Ttachert. Case of
Inhumanity. The /<«¦ Trade. Italian Opera, fyo.
The annual report of the Commissioners of Pub.

lie Schools, of Btl imore, shows that the whole
number of children now in daily attendance, ie
$7,093, being an inciease of 130 over the number
at the time of their last aanual report. The wholo
number of teachers is 119, of whom 34 are men,
and 85 females A< i-ompiDying its report, is an
estimate showing mat the annual cost per pupil, in
the Baltimore iliyti Srhool, is $28 80, whilst in thi
Philadelphia High >cnool it n» $£) 34. In the Bal¬
timore. fcenirtle Hit>h School, average cost is
SIH.75, in the Baltimore grammar schools the cost
is $5 <i3, and m the Philadelphia grammar schools,
*7. The annual av -r ig>* coat per pupil, in Balti¬
more, including Hijjh School, was $6 3d, and in
Philadelphia, *7 12
Speaking of the p iilii- school reminds me of the

fact that one of u»e principal teachers can be seen
every night strolling t rnn tavern to tavern, and en¬
gaged in drinking, wraugiing, and wrestling, up to
the small hours or the morning Above all other
occupations, a school teacher should he a sober
man, unless he*i*heH to hold himself up as an
example for his xcholars to shun.
The Grand Jur^ tiav.- dismissed the chargea of

improper conduct on the part of Deputy Sherifi,
Churies Loraa, m ihc miwrr of summoning a juryfor the trial of a particular case.
On Tuesday n»iiit. a young female was found, at

a late hour, sealed on a s ep in the western section
of the city, and u irr.ed to ihe watch house, where,
shortly after her arrival, she was delivered of a
child. She stated ih it she had been living with a
lady, who, on disci vering that she was about to be
confined, drove to r for h, a*. midnight, to the street.
Verily, woman'* inhumanity to woman is past all
comprehension, especially when she has fallen front
i he paths of virue
The weather hn-> heroine so mild that all the

ssmblance of wiufr fits disappeared, and a very
joor su pply of let II M b en secured by our dealers..
The Italian Ojier-t Company are still here, and

propose to give i ne more mammoth musical enter-
tinmenton Fridcy i.ith', in connection with the
Grrmania Musici-l *moci«tion, forming a voca!
and instrument force of n»arly one hundred.
Murdoch commerce a an engagement at the Ma-

»eitm, this evening, appearing us Claude Melnotte.
The Front Street Th< aire is still closed, and will
probably not be o.w-ntd until Parodi cornea her*.

Amin Bsy at Ffc>^*coLA .Amin Bey, the sgentcl the Turkish gun nnflit. now in our city , ac-
conipanied by Mr Brown, ihe dragoman of the
American legatiou ut Constantinople, has just re¬
turned Irom a vint 10 the Navy Yard and lortifica-
tii iir, at I'ensscol 1 He left this city, m the mail
boat, fur Hall's Landing, and thence crossed, at
Bight, iu ihe Mag* co*ct». over perhaps the moat
;iiipteaiuit route 1.. the I'mon. The character 01
the road wm ceiumiy not calculated to imprests
the distinguished T irk; wuh a very favorable idea
cf the means of -.ravel in the interior of our coun¬
try. We wish Put the good people of Baldwin
and Iv-camhia coumie* would take iato serious
consideration some tneth»d of ameliorating this
route; and it is eijutil.y desirable, for the comfort
of traveller*, that some portion of the journeyrhould he made iu d..\ light, in place of total dark-
neati, as at present. It is one long, uninteresting
ride of from twelve to hfteen hours, in the worst
coachcs end over h- worst road in the Souti; and
we are sure that the Hey and hie suit, with all
their amiability, < o> id hud nothing to commend in
this transition from I) m 10 Beersheba. Amin Bey
was received at 1*' njaeoM, l>y Commodore New¬
ton, as hit guest, ar<d was honored with a salute
tunable to bis niiscion. He expressed himself as
hifilly delight) il with his visit to tb<- Navy Yard,
win re he received ever? facility for ex imining
minutely the expensive and very important publicworks now under execution there. He wan
much interested is me laborious operations of
making a i<ermsnent wharf; and, in companyWith at civil engine«r in charge of it, wen:
down in a diving bell, to witness the me¬
thod of laying the nlocks of granite, some thirtyfeet under water, m a peculiar cement, of which
the wharf is h. in< made He also examined
closely th» procefs of driving the piW, bv steam-
power, into the saod, from thirty to forty feet deep :
as also the excavation of the bastin for the magnifi-
Cell l!l(.ating do. k, which to being constructed.
He went over the lat er, in company with the
agents and contract! ra of the pateutee, acd was
much struck wuh the immensity «f the fabric, ami
the evident utility which it oilers to th<* harbor of
ih» yard at I'ensacola After inspecting the NavyYard, the intelliK- 11' Knvoy p*id a visit to the two
forttCMM conmi-itdiiig ihe entrance to the Hay of
Ontacold where he received by Col. Whiting
and bis at a fl", wih »o appropriate salute. The new
fort of Barrancas, he 1 xannned in detiil, and was
much etatilied and urere-ued 111 the military science
shown in the c< nstruction These statements, as
to the observations and o.naions of the Bey,we make
"by suthority;" a i l mu»t add that he expressedhimself much gratifi -d r>y the great kindness and
and aiten.nu shown hi.n by Commodore Newton
and Col Wmtini;, and ilieir officers. Amin Bey,
and suit, leave tc div for Montgomery, ou their
w.iy to Charleston h* C We trust that they will
be recei»e<i everywhere wrh that coirtesy and at-
trn ion due to the * l»-vi,teit and commendable ob¬
ject for wtich thev n re now on a visit to the Uni¬
ted Nates . M»t> i'e ( Aft* ) Knittrr Jan 30.

Baibiioi s <> ikauk icon an Idiot Neoro .
A ft w week* tiucr «n uidindual in Ghent, Car-
rr II county, hy , ptirrbaeed three negroei.a mo-
lh< r and h< r two c hildr* o.one of the latter, a girl
.one « i«iht or Mile ye*r* of age, !>»-««<< an idiot.
In consideration or hie taking the idiot child oft
the bauds of the foTTTH r owner, he got the mother
and the other child .it a w-ry low price. The child
wan given into tL»- hand# of an old negro womtn,
in a ( ahm some distance from the owner's resi¬
dence, to be takrn Car* of Having ocsasion,
however, for thf service* of the woman about hie
firiiMe, the idiot *«« left in the cabin alone.
F nriing it a init htirden, he ofb-red to give any
one who would take it a hundred dollars. Thu
ofler wan prom^'ly accented hy a man standingby, who, in h>a turn, t fler» d fifty dollars to any one
who would take it from him The ©fler wa» needed
fo by a third person, who immediately offered
twrntyfive dollar* to >-n» i>ne to take it on ibn
conditinna on wkich h»- had done. A customer
waa not ong wrtniinj;.the btnemn was struck,
a r. <1 the twenty-!;*' dollars paid. The fellow into
whence hinds the idiot l«at I' ll, in company with
another, proceid'd to the cabin, tome two mile*
distant, on a wW 'rosty morning, took the child
ont. almost nuked *nd barefooted, and drove it
before them the wiu>l« distance.her feet enveretf
with blood from havii g b' en cut hy the hard, froaty
gt< und. Th* itHHlMf s took the child to a flat, or
¦tore boat, Ivu.g u(. th' re, and lor a while amuserl
them-=elvn by | "a« «<g h» r on a hat atove *rith ihe
bare feet, burn ng tbrm m«»st horribly, and by
lighting |<ierea uf pa^er, aad applying it to dillr r-
eil |«rt« of her bortv The owner of the hoat
Coming in, ordered 'he fellow* to leave his pre¬
mises, who h t bey *1 >d One of the rascals theo
proetir« d a skiff, put the child info it, and proceeded
down the river He shortly af er returned without
the child; and ti|«n being arked wli.it he ha>l
done with it, r-futed to give any satiefietion. A
flat boat coming alocc m ihe course of a few hours,
lie ii nrii ed into it, and hit not since been b^ard of.
The child wan donh'Jepa drowned, or left uponthe bank of the rmr to die. The affair nan
created considerable fe»hng among the com
munity ia whi< h it took place, and the indivi-
dual who pun hss« d the umily ia greatly dis¬
tressed. He doubtless offered and paid the |IOO
in good fai.h, he lie> vn g w«bM be amply snflicient
ceni|>eaeotioa for the trouble of taking care of the
i- iot. lie hasoirefd h reward for the recovery of
the child. It is to h»- ho^d that the tflllains con¬
cerned in torturing stid making way with the idiot
will N arrested »nrt *.« v-re|y punished.I' S . Since the Mbove was written, we find t
paragraph in the M^iison ifannrr, in which it io
stmed that a fellow named Ross, alias Crawford,
has been arretted *f Midison, supposed to he the
sconndrel who took the girl off in the skiff. He ia
now ia jail in 'bat city.. Nov Alb<t*v (J* ) f.rfgtr,
Jan 5>0


